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FROM THE PRESIDENT : DAVID CLEMENTS 

 

Hello and welcome, 

 

Isn’t it good to be back enjoying story telling in our theatre again. 

I don’t think I realised how much I missed it until we were back in production 

again with a successful season of Charlotte’s Webb. What a show to open up again!             

Congratulations to all  involved. 

We also had a great response to our last production of The Stranger which was enthusiastically  

received with great audiences. I thoroughly enjoyed opening night. 

 Well done to the Director Jeff and his cast and crew.   

 

Also thank you to all our volunteer staff throughout for this production as well and in advance for 

our upcoming production of Blithe Spirit. 

To Blithe Spirit, Nic and his cast and crew have been putting in some long hours to bring this 

Noel Cowards play to on stage opening this Friday the 8th October through to the 23rd.  

Having an insight to the production (I am the SM), I can guarantee a great experience with a  

superb cast and crew with a fantastic set and surprises throughout. 

I encourage everyone to book as early as possible.  

 

Last Monday Moya our Vic President attended a workshop on Sexual Trauma First Aid – for the 

Arts Industry run by the Tasmanian Sexual Assault Support Service (SASS) with a look to us as 

an organisation to improve our duty of care for all our shows and activities. 

Moya reported the workshop was enlightening and worthwhile and we will be following up on 

this as a Board  

 

We are looking to run a Quiz night on the 27th of November, more as a social event than a fund-

raiser. More on that as it draws nearer. 

Our Production committee is looking to finalise our productions and Directors for 2022 with 

some exciting possibilities and again more on that as we finalise this process. 

We are still currently in a good financial position, thanks again to the hard work of everyone    

involved, both past and present. 

Let us hope that we don’t have too much more interruption with Covid going forward. 

Stay safe and remember to observe our Covid protocols when you join us  

I always appreciate comments and suggestions from our members to help our society moving 

forward as you are our society.   David 

Photo : Wayne Wagg 



Noël Coward’s much-loved, classic comedy Blithe Spirit is about to hit the     
Playhouse Theatre stage.  

Opening on Friday, 8 October, it tells the story of Charles Condomine - a 
writer and well-known socialite - who decides that it would be a great idea 
to explore the ‘other side’ in order to gather material for his next 
book.  Charles and his wife Ruth, invite their friends, the Bradmans to       
attend a séance at their country home to be conducted by the local village 
clairvoyant, the very eccentric Madame  Arcati. 

 

What happens next is the stuff of nightmares for Charles as his long-dead 
first wife Elvira, suddenly materialises and re-enters his life - but only he 
can see her! Meanwhile, Elvira creates some serious mayhem for Charles 
and Ruth as her plans for having Charles join her on the ‘other side’ soon 
become apparent.  

 

The original play opened on London’s West End during 1941 to popular 
and widespread acclaim achieving 1997 performances – a record run for a 
non-musical which was not succeeded until 1957 by The Mousetrap.   

 

Blithe Spirit is a real gem of a comedy and a much-loved story that has 
stood the test of time. Something for the whole family to enjoy!  

Noel Coward: A firm Hobart Rep favourite over the years 

 

 Director 

Nicholas Fahey 



“It's a sad reflection on society how many people are shocked by honesty... 
and how few by dishonesty.” 
― Noël Coward, Blithe Spirit 

 
We can most honestly report, that Blithe Spirit rehearsals are whirling along 

after a long hiatus due to a disrupted start last year because of COVID 19. 

The 2021 cast are in good spirits and thoroughly enjoying “bringing to life” 

their characters in this classic, hilarious play, by Noel Coward. 

Blithe Spirit has an energetic and talented cast, with many recognisable     

faces.  Petr Divis, Fransina Kennedy, Kath Uziallo, Sarah Phillips, Leigh 

Faulkner, Sandy Velini and Chloe Harle. It is directed by Nicholas Lahey, the 

third Hobart Rep. production that he has directed, his previous shows being 

Up For Grabs (2016) and the hugely popular Calendar Girls (2018). Nicholas 

said he can't remember a rehearsal room being so full of positive, genuine 

laughter and at the same time working with a clever cast able to apply          

serious analysis and skill to develop character and atmosphere. 

Behind the scenes, Nicholas is once again supported by Ross Taylor, Karen 

Pape and Treen French, who were part of the Calendar Girls crew along with 

new Hobart Rep. President David Clements as Stage Manager. 

Noel Coward was one of the most successful playwrights, actors and           

entertainers of the 20th century and his comic play, Blithe Spirit, will not      

disappoint. The play centres around Charles Condomine who invites Madame 

Arcati, an eccentric clairvoyant to his home to conduct a séance with the   

purpose of collecting information for his next book. He gets more then he 

bargains for when the scheme backfires and he is haunted by his                

mischievous first wife, Elvira.  Elvira enjoys meddling in Charles’ second 

marriage to Ruth, who cannot see or hear the ghost of Elvira. It quickly        

becomes obvious that true love never dies! 

The play was first seen in the West End in 1941, creating a new long-run rec-
ord for non-musical British plays of 1,997 performances. It also did well on 
Broadway later that year, running for 657 performances. Coward adapted the 
play for film in 1945, starring Rex Harrison, and directed a musical adapta-
tion, High Spirits, on Broadway in 1964. It was also adapted for television in 
the 1950s and 1960s and for radio. The play enjoyed several West End and 
Broadway revivals in the 1970s and 1980s and was revived again in London 
in 2004, 2011 and 2014. Most recently, in 2019 Jennifer Saunders (Absolutely 
Fabulous) played Madame Arcati in a UK touring production followed by a 
2020 film adaptation with Dame Judy Dench assuming the role of Madame   
Arcarti. 
Blithe Spirit opens on Friday October 8th. Be sure to secure your ticket. It’s 

guaranteed to raise your spirits!  

                 https://playhouse.org.au/shows/blithe-spirit-2021/  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/653539
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fplayhouse.org.au%2Fshows%2Fblithe-spirit-2021%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1gY7hCOVaLeYmgtkHlqFi6_f97LsZGs8-d6WuNw5m2Tf_oRWpuJ7Imsnk&h=AT23KlORmH_rAEEhyh5o8Xr8iqK6bQTHyEiZ6UC3P3drbffwqKpZrCDuzVR3gfvoucpe_cFACP1kDbRYB90SsTNBIK


REHEARSAL SHOTS : With Thanks to Wayne Wagg 



MORE PHOTOS FROM THE VOLUNTEERS 

“THANK YOU” GET TOGETHER EARLIER THIS YEAR 



THANK YOU TO 

OUR  

VOLUNTEERS. 

HOBART REP 

COULDN’T    

EXIST         

WITHOUT YOU! 




