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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

It seems such a long time since I last wrote a President’s    

report for the newsletter. I hope this finds you all well and 

healthy and that you all managed to survive any isolation 

times. I for one did not begin making sour dough bread, but 

rediscovered my interest in handcrafts. 

As you would be aware the theatre has been dark for most of 

the year.  Because of all the restrictions of social distancing 

we have been unable to stage any performances.               

Unfortunately we were unable to bring you the remaining 

three plays of our season. All being well we would hope to 

bring them to you in 2021.  As soon as we have some        

answers we will let you know what 2021 will look like.         

We are still working on that.   

I would like to thank you for your understanding, patience 

and support during this year of uncertainty. I can assure you 

we will be back, when and how is yet to be determined.  

Please take care of yourselves and have a wonderful    

Christmas and I hope 2021 will be a better year for us all. 

Liz Lewinski 

President 

Cover: The Theatre  “went red” to 

show solidarity with theatres and 

entertainment venues to bring a RED 

ALERT to  the Government  to not 

forget the Arts Community in the 

Covid 19 pandemic. 

MEMBER CONTACT: Should your contact details change 

please let our box office know by leaving a message on       

6234 1536 or emailing  

info@playhouse.org.au  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LONG TERM SPONSORS BERTOZ JEWELLERS DECIDE 

TO UNWIND 

Robert and Cheryle Bertoz have been HRTS Sponsors for 

so long they can’t remember when they started. However 

after many years at Channel Court in various locations 

Bertoz Jewellers closed earlier this year. (Fortunately it 

was just prior to the pandemic so their Closing Down Sale  

was  a packed out success! )Robert and Cheryle will          

continue their involvement with Hobart Rep and              

The Playhouse in other capacities . 



 
 
 

  
2020 has certainly been a challenging year and these challenges 
continued when it came time to stage our Annual Christmas     
Pantomime. 
 
 
When it became clear that due to Covid restrictions we would be 
unable to stage the school season on the Playhouse stage, the 
production team spearheaded by Helen Cronin looked at the     
possibility of touring the Panto around schools.  The end result, 
two talented casts of 8 up and coming stars travelling to over 25 
different schools and performing  to more than 5000 students in 
gyms, halls, classrooms and everything in between. 
 
 
A huge congratulations must go to Director Jeremy Pyefinch,    
Production Manager Helen Cronin, Musical Director                    
David Thomson, Choreographer Ash Boxhall, and Stage Manager 
Ben Cronin have worked hard to made this year’s panto a         
portable, versatile, and very entertaining show. 

 What a Cracker! The Panto Show went off with a bang 

by touring around various schools. 

THE TALE OF THE NUTCRACKER 

 

As 2020 draws to a close, three much-loved and extremely hard-
working ladies are stepping down as senior wardrobe volunteers. 
Robin Rheinberger, Shirley Schlesinger and Jacqui Crouch 
have spent countless hours over many years keeping wardrobe         
running efficiently. Their work and commitment is admirable and 
the Board of Management would like to extend our sincere       
gratitude to Robin, Shirley and Jacqui for their wonderful work.  
 
If you think you would enjoy helping in wardrobe for a few hours a 
couple of times a month, please contact Von on 0438 356 091 or 
von@playhouse.org.au. Wardrobe is based at Creek Road in   
Lenah Valley and is open to the public from 10am – 1pm on the 
second and fourth Saturday of every month. 
 
                                 Von Hutchison 
                                 Convenor 
                                 Theatre Committee 
  

VOLUNTEER RETIREMENTS 

THANK YOU ROBIN 

SHIRLEY AND 

JACQUI ! 

We are grateful 
for ALL our     
Volunteers. 

We could not exist 
without you ! 

mailto:von@playhouse.org.au


Deloraine Dramatic Society – Festival of One Act Plays 2020 

The 40
th
 Annual One Act Play Festival was held in Deloraine in 

October. The Hobart Repertory Theatre Society was well      
represented on stage through our two entries -                         
'A Rich American' and 'Married with Love', both written by 
Scott Hunt 
Congratulations to Meredith McQueen and Ian McQueen, 
who were awarded Best Female Actor and Best Male Actor for 
their performances in 'A Rich American', and to Scott Hunt for     
winning the Graham Corry Award for Best Director for 'Married 
with Love'. 
A big thank you to the Deloraine Dramatic Society for putting 
on this great event. 
 

In a year of closed theatres it was wonderful for the Deloraine Festival to go ahead 

Congratulations to Scott Hunt on 

his success at  Deloraine this 

year. 

 

Ghost Light Sessions 

In mid October the Playhouse Theatre held the first of its Ghost Light 

Sessions.  At this stage the theatre had been dark approximately 200 

days so we decided to create these events on Thursday nights to give 

the Theatre Community a chance to get together, enjoy a few drinks 

and some light entertainment in the background. 

These events run from 7-10pm with entry via the side door in Mathers 

Lane.  COVID safe rules apply and numbers are limited to the current 

recognised gathering limits (patrons will be admitted on a first come, 

first served basis) 

We have already had a couple of fine acts headlining these sessions. 

Croon on Thursday 29 October 

Samantha James-Radford and Sam Kearney on Thursday 19           

November 

Keep an eye on the Playhouse Facebook page for information on   

upcoming acts at the Ghostlight sessions 

 
https://www.facebook.com/Playhouse.Theatre/ 

“Croon” , above, looking  a little bit more casual 

than their usual Rat Pack look and Sam and 

Sam , right, bringing life to The Playhouse in this 

unusual year. 


