


FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Happy New Year to all Hobart Rep friends. I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas 

with your friends and family. 

We have a great year of theatre in store for you beginning with the iconic Keeping Up 

Appearances, directed by Shauna-Lee Ward. This is Shauna-Lee’s debut directing  

experience for  Hobart Rep. Thank you to Shauna- Lee and her cast and crew for 

giving up their time to bring to the stage the characters we have got to know through 

the tv series. 

Hobart Rep has been nominated in the Community Theatre category in the TCT 

awards for the following plays: 

Outstanding Direction  Mel King (Speaking in Tongues) 

Outstanding Ensemble Speaking in Tongues 

Outstanding Set Design Matthew Stolp (Speaking in Tongues) 

Outstanding Lighting or Video Jason James (Speaking in Tongues) 

Outstanding Costume Bill Dowd (Treasure Island) 

Congratulations to you all. 

Regards 

Liz Lewinski 

President 



HOBART REPERTORY AGM 2020 

Members are invited to this year’s AGM on Tuesday 10th March 2020 

At The Playhouse 

6pm for 6.15pm start.  

Entry is via the Mather’s Lane entrance. Complimentary refreshments will be available 

before and after the meeting. Specific information was either ‘snail’ mailed or emailed 

out to all members early February, including Board election details.              

Nominations have been received for the five Positions open this year – Vice President, 

Secretary, Production Convenor, Finance Convenor and Minutes Secretary. 

Outgoing Secretary  

Tony Webb 

BOX OFFICE HOURS 2020 

Members are reminded that our box office is open during the week from 11am to 2pm 

and again on Sundays during the Farm Gate Market from 9am to 1pm. Phone through 

on 6234 1536 or call in and see Gina (Monday to Wednesday) or Leanne (Thursday & 

Friday) 



Hobart Repertory Theatre Society kicks off its 2020 season of plays with the

classic BBC comedy Keeping up Appearances 

adapted for the stage by the original author Roy Clarke. 

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES 

Originally airing from 1990 – 1995, the central character is the eccentric and

snobbish lower middle class social climber, Hyacinth Bucket, who insists that her

surname is pronounced ‘Bouquet’. In 2010, the television show was adapted into a

play by the same writer, Roy Clarke. The play successfully toured theatres in the UK,

making its American premiere in New York City in 2015. 

Unlike other screen to stage adaptations, Keeping Up Appearances is not a series of

episodes, but rather, an original piece. Hyacinth’s long suffering neighbour Emmet is

directing a murder mystery for the local amateur dramatic company, and is

determined to go to extreme lengths to keep Hyacinth out of the play. When

Hyacinth hears that the part of Lady Melvern is yet to be cast, she is determined that

nothing will stop her from getting the role! Meanwhile, much to Hyacinth’s dismay, the

cast mainly consists of her family members from whom she would rather

disassociate herself. Is this play a disaster in the making? 

Director Shauna-Lee Ward’s vision for the play is to “present the theatre adaptation as

true to the series as possible, drawing on the extraordinary talent we have in Hobart,

whilst introducing new characters not known to TV audiences.  Keeping up

Appearances is an absolute hoot, and I anticipate great enthusiasm from the theatre

community to see the show.” 

Heading the cast in the iconic role of Hyacinth is local theatre veteran Pip Tyrrell. The

cast also includes Matt Dobson, Fiona Lohrbaecher, Leah Venettacci, Mark Morgan,

Janet Smith, Brent Basstian, Jill Holloway, Brian Andrews and Leila Gravell. 

Some photos from rehearsal 



Keeping Up Appearances is on at the Playhouse Theatre, 106 Bathurst Street Hobart from

28th February to 21st March 2020. 

Performances are 7:30pm Wednesday to Saturday 

with matinees at 3:30pm Sundays 8th &15th March and 2:00pm Saturday 21stMarch. 

Book at www.playhouse.org.au or call 6234 1536

Tickets may also be purchased in person at the Playhouse Box Office 11:00am to

2:00pm 

and 9:00am to 1:00pm Sunday during the Farm Gate Market. 

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES 

“Phone your friends!

Make it a night out!” 



2020 HOBART REPERTORY SEASON LAUNCH 

Our very special guest host

for the occasion 

Shauna-Lee Ward receives some advice

from Hyacinth Bucket about Directing 

Of course, Hyacinth was happy to recall her personal friendship with Noel Coward

to Nicholas Lahey, Director of “Blithe Spirit” (13th to 23rd May 2020) 



2020 HOBART REPERTORY SEASON LAUNCH 

Ellen Roe (right) will direct  

“Love from a Stranger” (23rd October to 7th November) 

Anne Blythe-Cooper looks stumped by another 

penetrating question from Mrs Bucket. Anne will 

be directing “Charlotte’s Web” (3rd to18th July) 

MEMBER CONTACT 

Should your contact details change (name, postal, mail, phone) please let our box office 

(Gina & Leanne) know ASAP  

by phone (03 6234 1536) or email (info@playhouse.org.au) 

For Editorial:editor@playhouse.org.au 

mailto:editor@playhouse.org.au



