


FROM THE PRESIDENT 

We have come to the last play in our season.  If you have seen the Australian movie 

Lantana you will be familiar with this story.  Thank you to Mel King and her cast and 

crew for bringing this magnificent play to our stage. 

We had approximately 65 people who attended our dinner at the Black Buffalo. It was 

great to see people embrace the theme and dress up.  Music was supplied by Tony 

Voglino 

At the launch last year we went to our own ticketing. One thing you mentioned to us 

was that you wanted to be able to choose your own seats. We listen to our patrons 

and I am pleased to say you will be  able to choose your seats. 

Our launch for 2020 season is scheduled for October 21st  

Thank you to all our volunteers who have given their time in any way in 2019.  We 

couldn’t do without you and look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

Kind Regards, Liz 

Happy Hobart Rep Members 

at the Annual Dinner 





The Playhouse Theatre is the venue for one of playwright Andrew Bovell’s most 

celebrated plays - Speaking in Tongues - as the Hobart Repertory Theatre Society 

presents the final show for the successful 2019 season between from 18 October to 2 

November.   

Bovell is a masterful writer and Speaking in Tongues is a real gem: weaving 

coincidence, betrayal and suspense into a fascinating and intricate story. The mystery 

of the play will creep up on you, offering some spine-tingling moments and a few 

unexpected twists and turns.  

Speaking in Tongues is an AWGIE award-winning play which has been staged 

throughout Australia as well as in Europe and the US. Bovell famously adapted it for 

the screen as the classic Australian movie, Lantana.  

Directing the show is Mel King, a veteran of thirty years as a professional actor with a 

career including numerous stage works, voice-overs, film, TV, radio, puppetry, 

production and event management, and more recently, stage direction. She has 

toured both nationally and internationally.  

Our cast includes some of Tasmania’s finest actors, all of whom come to the play with 

a rich catalogue of theatre credits: David Bannister, Aleks Crossan, Arin Dean, Chris 

Hamley, Steven Jones, Eliot McCann, Sara Pensalfini, Sarah Phillips, Vashti Pontaks and 

Carrie McLean. 

Speaking in Tongues is a play that navigates shifting moral codes and the rights and 

wrongs of emotional conduct. Presented in three parts, it examines the relationships 

of two couples in crises and, as the play progresses we are introduced to more 

characters and even more deceptions. An enthralling and sophisticated story that will 

captivate to the end. 

Speaking in Tongues is on at the Playhouse Theatre, 106 Bathurst Street Hobart  

from 18th October to 2nd November 2019. 

Performances are 8:00pm Wednesday to Saturday 

with matinees at 3:30pm Sunday 27th October and 2:00pm Saturday 2nd November. 

Book at www.playhouse.org.au or call 1300 762 545 

Tickets may also be purchased in person at the Playhouse Box Office 11:00am to 2:00pm 

and 9:00am to 1:00pm Sunday. 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 



What attracted you to Andrew Bovell’s script? 

I initially given Speaking in Tongues two years ago when I was chatting with my friend 

Susan Wallace about wanting to direct something for Hobart Rep. I had never read or 

seen the play but I had seen and very much enjoyed the film Lantana. I have spent the 

bulk of my career working in the independent theatre sector with small to medium 

companies, telling uniquely Australian stories. I love hearing our own accent on stage 

and sharing stories about the human condition. Speaking in Tongues was a perfect fit 

for me. It explores themes that I am most curious about like love, heartbreak and our 

expectation of happiness. It also has the challenge of interconnecting layered speech 

which is challenging and fascinating to listen to watch. It requires incredible 

concentration from the ensemble who have to work together closely. Unpacking the     

murder mystery is a wonderful twist. 

This is your first assignment with Rep, how have you found the process? 

I have found everyone at the Rep to be incredibly supportive. I have a very        

experienced production manager who is keeping the creative team on track. My 

Assistant Director has previously directed two shows for Rep so knows the Playhouse 

well. I have never performed in the space so am not accustomed to its quirks so her 

knowledge has been a real blessing. Everyone at Rep responds quickly to emails which 

means I can get on with working with the actors and the creative team which is the bit 

I enjoy most. 

What differences have you noticed between amateur and the professional world? 

The major difference between amateur and professional worlds is time. When I 

rehearse professionally it is usually a four week full time 9-5 Mon to Fri process. 

Managing nine peoples’ diaries and availabilities, given that most of the cast work full 

time during the day has been a challenge. Also, two of my cast had to pull out half way 

through the rehearsal process for personal reasons so that was a professional 

challenge I’ve not faced before. Everyone is committed but at the end of the day there 

are no contracts so people can leave if they want to.  

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

Interview with Director Mel King 



Best Male Actor 

 Ivano Del Pio  

 ‘A Dog’s Life’ directed by Annie Harvey, Class of 99 & Friends 

Runner Up Best Male Actor 

 David Bannister 

 ‘A Dog’s Life’ directed by Annie Harvey, Class of 99 & Friends 

Best Female Actor 

 Kathy Spencer 

 `Sisters` directed by Ros Peck, Salon South 

Runner Up Best Female Actor 

 Lillie McNamara 

 `Skulls` directed by Owen Tubbs, Old Nick Co. 

Adjudicator’s Award 

 `Ashtray` 

 For Staging directed by Paul McNally, Teatro Minimo 

Best Director 

 Rowan Harris 

 `21 Chump Street`, Old Nick Co. 

Best Original Work 

 Ian McQueen 

 `Trixie Causes Trouble` directed by Peter Orpin, Square Pegs 

Best Production 

 `A Dog’s Life` 

 Directed by Annie Harvey, Class of 99 & Friends 

ONEFEST 2019 Results 



Should your contact details change (postal address, email, phone number), please let 

Tony know ASAP either by mail to Bathurst St. PO Box 4650 or by email to 

secretary@playhouse.org.au 

       Tony Webb H R T S Secretary 

MEMBER CONTACT 

SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

Wardrobe & Costume Design 

Costume Designer Matthew Stolp 

with cast members 




