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  FROM THE PRESIDENT 
                                                                                   

I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and wonderful start to the New Year with family 

and friends. 

It is always exciting to see improvements made to the theatre. Patrons will see a TV    

monitor in the foyer. This is to enable Front of House to know what is happening in the         

auditorium. This TV monitor was kindly donated  by our Patron, Rob Valentine.        

Changes have also been made to our box office. Hopefully this will make things easier for 

our box office staff. 

The Production Committee has worked hard to bring you what I believe is an exciting   

season. Elephant Man is an emotional and moving play and a great one to start the Rep 

season with! It has the whole range of emotions woven through it. Through Petr Divis’ 

strong direction and talented cast we are introduced to the difficulties Merrick faces.  

I would like to extend my thanks to Petr and the cast and crew of Elephant Man for all 

their hard work and wish them well.  Liz 

 

Liz Lewinski 

We thank our volunteers and supporters. We could not function without you. 

             On Our Selection                 Hello Dolly 

Don Gay was a very beloved member of the Hobart    

theatre community. Below and opposite are just a few 

photographs from some of his numerous productions 

over the years.  

(Left) Season Launch for 

2013. Don directed the  

wonderful production of 

Fiddler on the Roof  for Rep. 



LIFE MEMBERSHIP NOMINATIONS 

 
Members are reminded that nominations for Life Membership of Hobart  
Repertory will be accepted throughout the year by the Secretary for considera-
tion by the Board; forms and information are available from the Secretary. 

2016 AGM of HOBART REPERTORY THEATRE SOCIETY 
 
Members will have noted the CHANGE OF DATE for this year’s AGM; it will now 
be held on TUESDAY 15 MARCH 2016 in the Playhouse Theatre,  
6pm for a 6.15pm start.  
 
Entrance will be by the side door off Mather’s Lane and refreshments will be  
provided. All members are invited to attend to read & hear of the past year’s 
achievements and participate in the election of office-bearers including the  
Executive positions of Vice President, Secretary & Treasurer, the General  
committee convenor positions for Production, Finance, Marketing & Theatre, 
along with the position of Board Minute Secretary.  
 
Some of these positions are for one year while the others are for the full two 
year term. Nominations have been received for all positions and further nomina-
tions will be received up to the day before the AGM.  
 
General information, the agenda and nomination forms have already been 
mailed or emailed to all members. 
 

          Tony Webb Secretary/Public Officer 

2016 MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Huge thanks to all who have renewed memberships from last year and a great 
big HELLO to all new members & “returning” members who have been away for 
a while.  
 
Our numbers already are growing with current financial & other membership 
nudging 300 with the cast & crew of “Elephant Man” about to be given  
membership for this year as is our custom. 

THIS EDITION 

 
Any member with an email address will have received this edition via email with 
an upgraded styling to assist with better appreciation of the content; all other 
members will have received the usual styling. With the increase in postage 
charges, we appreciate the use of email to  



The Hobart Repertory  
Theatre Society  

extend their thoughts and 
prayers to his lifelong  

partner Stuart Heathorn. 

Don Gay     
 2.10.44 - 18.12.15 



  

          Blythe Spirit 

Farewell Don Gay 
 

The Hobart Theatre Community lost one of its greats last December when Don Gay was 
taken ill on a cruise in the Aegean Sea and later died in an Athens hospital. 

 

Aged 71 he was a tireless contributor to Hobart theatre life as a talented actor, writer 
and director. All those who worked with him loved him - he was simply that sort of man. 

 

Remembering him as we all do for his gentle spirit, creative drive and warm  
humour - most of all we miss his smile! 

                                                           Judith Cornish 

HMS Pinafore  - G&S Society 



 THE ELEPHANT MAN: NEXT AT THE PLAYHOUSE 

 
The Hobart Repertory Theatre Society’s first show for 2016 will be Bernard Pomerance’s 
highly acclaimed award-winning drama The Elephant Man, which is based on the life of  
Joseph Merrick (referred to as John Merrick in the script), who lived in the Victorian era and 
was known for his extreme body deformity. 
 
The play is primarily set in London and starts in 1884 when Merrick is part of a travelling freak 
show and is referred to as “The Elephant Man”. An up and coming surgeon, Frederick Treves, 
happens across Merrick and is intrigued by his disorder. He pays a fee to Merrick’s manager, 
Ross, so that he can give a lecture on Merrick’s grotesque anatomy while Merrick stands on 
display. 
 
The freak show is moved on to Brussels, but when the local police refuse to allow Merrick to 
perform because of concerns over “indecency”, Ross decides Merrick is more trouble than 
he’s worth, steals his money and sends him back to London. After Merrick’s appearance in 
public incites a riot, Treves arrives and takes him to the London Hospital. The hospital’s  
administrator, Francis Carr-Gomm, agrees that Merrick can stay there to be cared for. 
 
As the play progresses we discover more about Merrick’s humanity as Merrick encounters 
various other characters who have different reactions to his condition. The most significant of 
these is the actress Madge Kendal, who is amazed by Merricks’ thoughtful and sensitive 
views on love. Kendal introduces Merrick to her various high society friends, and everyone 
who meets him notes how, in different ways, they see themselves reflected in him. However, 
Treves observes that the more normal Merrick attempts to be, the worse his condition  
becomes. 
 
The original 1979 Broadway production won three Tony Awards (including Best Play and Best 
Performance by a Leading Actress), four Drama Desk Awards (including Outstanding Play, 
Outstanding Actor and Outstanding Actress) and the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award 
for Best Play. It had an original run of over 900 performances. The 2015 revival starring  
Bradley Cooper won four Tony Awards, including Best Revival of a Play and Best  
Performance by a Leading Actor in a Play. The likes of John Hurt and the late David Bowie 
have previously performed the demanding role of Merrick, and the true story also inspired a 
famous film of the same name. (See photographs below).   

 

 

. 

. 

 

Actors as diverse as John Hurt and David Bowie have       

featured in popular productions of The Elephant Man.  

(and even our own beloved Don Gay-opposite page) 

THE ELEPHANT MAN: Next at The Playhouse 



Rep’s production of The Elephant Man is being directed by Petr Divis. Petr made his directorial 
debut for Hobart Rep with Don’s Party, which won him the Society’s awards for Best Production 
(including Best Director) and Best Set Design (with Tam Dell) in 1999. He has since directed Rep 
productions of Così, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead, And Then There Were None and 
The Flint Street Nativity, and he has assembled a stellar cast of Hobart actors for this production. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Lenthall, who was one of the Journey’s End cast that won the Best Ensemble Award in the 
Community Theatre section of last year’s Tasmanian Theatre Awards, plays Merrick. It’s a  
tortuously physical and emotional role for any actor, and Jon’s  performance is sure to leave  
audiences spellbound. Also taking lead roles in the show are Steven Jones (Treves) and Leah 
Venettacci (Mrs Kendal), both of whom have been nominated for Tasmanian Theatre Awards this 
year. Peter Miller (Carr-Gomm) and Mark Morgan (Ross) are formidable talents who are very 
familiar to Rep audiences, and the cast is rounded out by Philip Crouch, René Kling,  
Danni Ashton, Suze Ellis and Greta McCarthy. 

. 

 

 

The Elephant Man is at the Playhouse Theatre, Bathurst Street, Hobart  
from 11 to 26 March 2016. Performances are 8:00 pm Wednesday to Saturday,  

with matinees on Sunday 20 March at 3:00 pm and Saturday 26 March at 2:00 pm.   
Book at Centertainment on 6234 5998 or  www.centertainment.com.au. 

 

Jon Lenthall  (left) is taking 
on the challenge of 

 portraying John Merrick.   
       

Director Petr Divis, right 

Left: The late Don Gay 

played the part of Merrick 

in an earlier production 

The AGM will be held at the Playhouse Theatre on Tuesday 15 March, with entry by the       

Mathers Lane entrance, 6pm for a 6.15pm start. 

Left & Below:  

Rehearsal photos 

from the latest  

production  

http://www.centertainment.com.au


HRTS SEASON LAUNCH 

A wonderful opportunity to catch up with theatre 

friends, be entertained, meet the Directors of the 

2016 Season plays and enjoy some wine and 

nibbles. Another great year to look forward to! 



NEW LOOK IN THE THEATRE 
 
Members will notice some new sights when entering the theatre for the first time 
this year; the box office has received an overhaul with a highlight being the  
uncovering of the old brickwork, much improved lighting and more room to move 
about in (not much more but enough!)  
 
A screen has been installed in the foyer to allow for monitoring of the  
performance by front of house staff. A trophy space has been included in the 
back wall of the bar, facing towards the entrance with our two ‘ERROLS’ from 
last year being proudly shown off. 



OWN A PIECE OF REP HISTORY 

(and look great as well!) 
 
 

We are clearing out the last few items of Rep 'uniform' at bargain  
basement prices! All items carry Rep's red Playhouse Theatre logo. 

In stock we have:   
 

2 x Polar Fleece, sleeveless, zip front Vests.  
Both are size XL.  $20 each. 

 
2 x Long sleeve, crew neck T Shirts.   
One is XXL, the other is L.  $10 each. 

 
8 x  Baseball Caps.  Good quality.   

Solid visor. Velcro fastener.  $5 each 
 

Please note that the sizing for the tops is not that generous - ie.  
XXL and XL sound very big, but in reality are not that big at all.  

 
Please direct all enquiries and purchase requests   

AFTER  4th March 2016  to Pip Tyrrell at  6243 7412 or email  
                                 phillipa_tyrrell@hotmail.com     
 
 

 

 



 Repertoire Contact Details: 

 Editor: rayq@iinet.net.au 

 NEW ! PO Box 4650 Bathurst 

St Hobart 7000  

Congratulations to DOCTOR 

Daryl Peebles who finally        

completed his Doctoral    

Thesis on “Humour in the 

Workplace”. Does this mean 

he’ll be able to come around 

and cheer us up in our     

offices ?  



WELCOME TO OUR SPONSORS 
 

We welcome our show sponsors who have returned for this year –  
BUTLER McINTYRE & BUTLER, HEATHER & CHRISTOPHER CHONG, 

BERTOZ JEWELLERS and NEW SYDNEY HOTEL.  
Also very welcome is NAJ ESPRESSO who joins us as Awards Sponsor  

for ONEFEST. 


